MORE IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA
[From Daily Chronicle, June igth, 1917, and June 22nd, 1917,]
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THE personality which, after President Wilson, has the greatest
national appeal, is undoubtedly that of Colonel Roosevelt,
whose courage, patriotic fervour and catapultic force "get
over " the people. But the situation needed a Brutus rather
than an Antony. Probably no living man did more to create
respect for the American flag than did Roosevelt during his
Presidential term. If in his retirement he lacked something of
the reticence we associate with greatness, one must remember
that in captivity the lion is apt to roar at the mouse. There
can be little doubt that had the Colonel cultivated cabbages
and held his tongue, he would have been President of the United
States at this moment. Undoubtedly this "fiery particle"
has and will have a dominant influence in the creation of the
American army which is in the making. The God of War has
need of such a man.

It is extraordinary to reflect upon the change that has been
wrought, as it were overnight, in this peace-loving people. Six
months ago two men out of three (even those who were heart
and soul pro-Ally) would shrug their shoulders when the ques-
tion of war was mooted, believing as they did that such a con-
summation was out of the question. One must bear in mind
that the German system of propaganda had been perfectly con-
ducted through the Press and through pamphlets. Literature,
pointing out that Great Britain had made the war for trade
purposes, that the British Navy was a menace to the freedom
of the seas, was put into my hand as I arrived at my botek
There can be little doubt that this systematic flooding of the
whole country was largely productive of the mistrust or in-
difference which was shown towards the cause of the
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